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Public Health Services.
ANNUAL REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS

OF HEALTH.

Norwich.
Ur. ti. U. Pattin gives the estimated population for I

1920 as 125,700. The birth-rate has jumped from
16’35 in 1919 to 25-6 in 1920. The recorded death-rate i
-12-47-becomes 11-5 when corrected for the age and
sex-constitution of the population. The infant
mortality rate was 74 per 1000 births, 71 among legiti-
mate infants and 133, or nearly double, among illegiti-
mate infants. Dr. Pattin looks forward to the provision
of better central accommodation for infant clinics and
to the establishment of a model maternity hospital
on the outskirts of the city. Over 1200 new babies

were brought to the clinic during the year. The health
visitors also act as school nurses ; 2724 newly-born
infants were visited and of these 475. or about
1 in 6, were reported to be ailing at the time of
the first visit. Of the mothers, 2390 were re-

ported to be healthy, 240 delicate, and 9-1 badly
nourished ; 730 infants were, for varying periods, fed
with dried milk. " The results of the feeding with
dried milk, on the whole, have been satisfactory-
in some instances quite remarkably so." The standard
income adopted for the purpose of supplying milk
below cost price was 10s. per week per head in the
family and Dr. Pattin believes that " this has worked
out very fairly." Out of 2957 defects found among the
school children 82 per cent. were remedied. Of the
newly-notified consumptives 42 per cent. had a separate
bedroom, 12 per cent. a separate bed in a double-
bedded room, and 46 per cent. shared a bed. The
joint scheme for treating and training consumptives
of Norwich, Yarmouth, and the county at Stanninghall
is making progress. Dr. Pattin does not think the
attendance at the V.D. clinic is satisfactory and judges
from the increase in ophthalmia neonatorum notifica-
tions that there has been some increase in the pre-
valence of venereal diseases ; 120 new cases of gonor-
rhoea and 75 cases Qf syphilis attended the clinic from
Norwich. There were 31 cases of ophthalmia neona-
torum notified and one of these ended in complete
blindness ; the others recovered. As regards preven-
tion of these diseases Dr. Pattin pins his faith to
instruction and training of the faculty of self-control
in the new generation and thinks that as regards the
existing generation the practical limitation of effort
to instruction concerning danger, moral suasion, and
provision of treatment is not satisfactory. " The
scarcity of houses persists, 48 only having been
erected in 1920. The council’s scheme provides for
the erection of a total number of 1200 ; and that
figure will hardly keep pace with the natural increase
in population, leaving the real shortage pretty much
as it is. The occupation of numbers of unsatis-
factory dwellings has therefore still to be tolerated ;
and with this yet more unsatisfactory conditions of
relative overcrowding." 
The death-rate from pulmonary tuberculosis was

1-0 and from all forms of tubercle 1’3. The boot-
making industry contributed 12-0 per cent. of the
phthisical cases notified in the year and 20 per cent.
of the deaths. As regard the prevention of tuber-
culosis Dr. Pattin says : " attach more importance
to the provision of adequate food than to any other
measure." Many will agree with him especially if
he refers to quality rather then quantity. We note
that 149 smoke observations were taken and several
persons cautioned. We shall not get much further
with the purification of the air until local authorities
realise that industrial smoke from boiler furnaces is
quite unnecessary and take more drastic action against
offenders.. . ,offenders. 

Stoke Newington.
Dr. H. R. Kenwood’s report for 1920 gives the

estimated population as 52,984. The birth-rate was
23-1, against 16-8 for the preceding year, and the

recorded general death-rate was 12-4, which is above
that of 14 other metropolitan boroughs. The com-
paratively poor position of Stoke Newington among the
metropolitan boroughs, Dr. Kenwood explains, is due
to an exceptionally heavy incidence of whooping-cough,
scarlet fever, and diphtheria. The infant mortality rate
was 80-1 and the death-rate from pulmonary tuber-
culosis 0-7, compared with 1-0 for London. " The
borough of Stoke Newington is mainly a residential
area, a considerable proportion of the population being
employed elsewhere. The residences comprise those
of the well-to-do and the tenements of the low-wage
earner." At times during the year only the more urgent
cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria could be removed,
owing to lack of accommodation in the Metropolitan
Asylums Board hospitals. The Ministry of Health
have made suggestions for improving the service given
by the joint Hackney and Stoke Newington tubercu-
losis dispensary by the provision of an evening session,
a special schools session, and an arrangement by which
the time during which patients are kept waiting will
be reduced to a minimum.
The work of the antenatal clinic grows. Dr.

Kenwood thinks that when the midwife is more fully
trained " she will become the ideal antenatal health
visitor." He also voices the need for dental treatment
and suggests a joint dental clinic with the education
authority. The day nursery costs the borough over
&pound;400 a year and there were only 5000 attendances in
1920. We are not surprised that the committee are
to consider closing it. Stoke Newington, like other
towns, is suffering from overcrowding, a shortage of
houses, and a difficulty in getting war arrears of repairs
cleared off. Dr. Kenwood has a good deal to say, too,
with regard to careless and destructive tenants, and
thinks we need additional powers to punish them as
a help towards their education.

Blackpool.
The estimated population of Blackpool is 70,5-15

and during recent years the town has had more deaths
than births. Dr. E. &laquo;-. ]Rees-Jones, in his report for
1920. submits a table showing that the birth-rate in
1878 was 38-8 per 1000,that in 1913 itwas 16.25, in 1918
10-63. in 1919 11.84, and in 1920 it has risen to 16-71.

Dr. Bees-Jones tells us that the chief occupation of
the inhabitants is catering for visitors, but that there
is a strong tendency to establish industries, such as the
manufacture of waterproof coating, which employ
female labour. The industries of the town are healthy.
With regard to the low birth-rate, Dr. Rees-Jones
points out that there is a low proportion of married
women below the age of 45 years. The percentage
of illegitimate to total births has always been

high in Blackpool. Thus the figures for the eight
years beginning with 1913 have been as follows:
8.05. 6-87, 7.62, 881, 11-52, 11-18, 14-98, and
8-31. In spite of the large number of illegitimate
births, the infant mortality rate was 69-6, but
Dr. Rees-Jones says. ‘‘ We must aim at a rate not
exceeding 50." Of the 82 infant deaths, 13 were
those of illegitimate infants, and 57, no less than
70 per cent. of the total, died before reach-
ing the age of 3 months. The death-rate (corrected
for age and sex constitution of the population)
during 1920 was 13.63. The death-rate from phthisis
(Dr. Rees-Jones apparently does not give the
rate from all forms of tuberculosis) went up during
the war and has now declined. The figures, beginning
with 1912, are as follows : 0-79, 0-76, 1-07, 1-09, 1-06,
1-03. 1.34, 0-69. and 0-86. Dr. Rees-Jones recom-
mends the corporation to provide dental treatment
for tuberculous patients. Dr. B. F. Bartlett, assistant
medical officer of health, has carried out the duties
of venereal diseases officer and reports : " During the
past 24 months the number of cases attending the
clinic for treatment has increased ten times. The
town being so largely a health and pleasure resort,
with a fluctuating population, many cases are neces-
sarily recorded as transfer cases without having
completed their full course of treatment." More accom-
modation for the clinic is needed. -There were 37 cases
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of ophthalmia neonatorum, or more than 3 per cent.
of the total births. Is this high percentage due to the
large number of illegitimate births, or to the fact
that every case of " slight discharge " notified by a
midwife is counted as a notification ? Fortunately, no
permanent damage to eyesight resulted. The very
marked shortage of houses is being greatly met by
the illunicipal Housing Scheme, which provides for
the erection of 664 houses in three separate estates.

Ramsgate.
In his report for 1920, Dr. W. J. Bannister describes

many of the well-known advantages of Ramsgate as a
health resort. The estimated population for 1920 was
29,338. The birth-rate has gone up from 17 per 1000
in 1919 to 28 in 1920. The death-rates are, as Dr.
Bannister suggests, no doubt affected by the influx
of aged persons and invalids who come to reside in
Ramsgate in the hope of prolonging their lives. Thus
among the 339 deaths there are 45 from heart disease,
40 from cancer, and 27 from phthisis. Were it not for
this, one would regard a general death-rate of 13-6
compared with 12-4 for England and Wales, and a
tuberculosis death-rate of 1-22, slightly higher than
that of Sheffield, as somewhat paradoxical. 1920 was
a year of low infant mortality rates, and a rate of 71-6
cannot be considered satisfactory for a health resort
like Ramsgate. The explanation is no doubt to be
found in the large number of artificially fed infants.
Thus we read, on page 39, the result of inquiries as to
the feeding of infants born in 1919 : " Of 451 of these
children, 145 were breast-fed for 9 months ; 72 were
breast-fed for 6 months ; 94 for 3 months ; and in
the case of 115 attempts at breast-feeding were made." 
Dr. Bannister has something to say about the unsatis-
factory state of the law as regards adulterated milk.
One would think that these health resorts in the South
of England are in an ideal position to create a demand
for grade A (certified) milk. We believe it is a fact
that there is not at present a single grade A (certified)
dairy farm in the " Garden of England." A centre
for the treatment of venereal diseases was opened
during the year. No houses were built during the
year, and consequently the overcrowding due to some
200 houses being occupied by more than one family
continues. 26 houses were demolished, mostly houses
which had been damaged by air-raids or bombard-
ments. Dr. Bannister also submits his report as

school medical officer. Of 142 children suffering from
" tonsils and adenoids," only 37 received operative
treatment and many cases yielded to indirect treat-
ment, such as the removal of carious teeth. Of 478
children of the 6 to 8 group examined at the schools
by the school dentist, it was found necessary to refer
215 for treatment. Satisfactory arrangements have
been made for the treatment of minor ailments at
the school clinic and treatment was secured for a high
proportion of the children referred for treatment on
account of minor ailments, visual defects, and defects
of nose and throat and teeth.

The Services.
ARMY DENTAL CORPS: AMENDED RATES OF PAY.
THE rates of half-pay for officers of the Army Dental

Corps, which were fixed in January last at half the rates
of full pay, have been amended and will now be the rates
provided for other arms of the Service in terms of Army
Order 321 of 1919. 

--

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE AND JAPAN.
An officer of the Indian Medical Service may be selected

to proceed to Japan next year for three years’ study of the
language. It is remarkable that in India the officers of the
Indian Medical Service share equally with the officers of
the Indian Army all the opportunities and rewards for the
study of foreign language, whereas in the British Army the
opportunities offered to their combatant brethren are not
shared by the Royal Army Medical C’orps.

ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.

Surg. Lieut. A. W. Gunn to be Surg. Lieut.-Coumlr. ,

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Temp. Maj. F. M. Rodgers relinquishes his commn. on
ceasing to be employed at the Lord Derby War Hospital and
retains the rank of Maj.
The undermentioned Capts. to be Majs.: (Bt. Maj.) G. H.

Dive, (Temp. Maj.) L. C. Hayes, (Bt. Maj.) R. Gale, K. Comyn,
(Bt. Maj.) F. R. Laing, (Temp. Maj.) A. S. Cane, J. M.Weddell,
(Actg. Maj.) A. P. O’Connor, T. H. Dickson, H. G. Robertson,
H. V. Stanley, P. C. Field, R. M. Davies, E. C. Stoney, and
T. W. Stallybrass.

Lt. A. McD. Simson is seed. for service with the Egyptian
Army.

ARMY DENTAL CORPS.

Capt. A. B. W. Rust to be Maj.
The undermentioned to be Lts., with the temp. rank of

Capt. : Temp. Capt. N. H. Medhurst, from unemployed list,
R.A.F. Dental Branch, and Flight Lt. J. H. W. Fitzgerald,
Dental Surg., from R.A.F. Dental Branch.

SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Lt.-Col. P. Paget to be temp. Lt.-Col., with pay and
allowances as Maj.

TERRITORIAL FORCE.

Lt.-Col. A. E. Jerman relinquishes his commn. on account
of ill-health and retains the rank of Lt.-Col., with permis-
sion to wear the prescribed uniform.

Capts. P. T. Tolputt and W. S. Richardson to be Majs.
Capt. J. Marshall (late R.A.M.C., Spec. Res.) to be Capt.
Capt. A. C. Pearson resigns his commn. and is granted

the rank of Maj.
Capt. and Bt. Maj. C. S. P. Hamilton, R.A.M.C., vacates

the appt. of Adjt., R.A.M.C. Schl. of Inst., Wessex Divn.
(T.F.).

Capt. W. W. S. Sharpe, R.A.M.C., to be Adjt. of the
R.A.M.C. Schl. of Inst., Wessex Divn. (T.F.).
Maj. H. W. Williams resigns his commn. and is granted

the rank of Lt.-Col., with permission to wear the prescribed
uniform.

Maj. G. P. Chappel resigns his commn. and retains the
rank of Maj., with permission to wear the prescribed uniform.

Capt. G. F. Hardy (late to be Capt,.
Capts. W. A. Milne, H. A. Philpot, and G. C. Walker resign

their commns. and retain the rank of Capt.
The undermentioned officers, having attained the age

limit, are retired : Lt.-Col. J. M. Moir retains the rank of
Lt.-Col., with permission to wear the prescribed uniform ;
Maj. W. G. Sutcliffe is granted the rank of Lt.-Col., with
permission to wear the prescribed uniform.

Majs. A. Ehrmann, H. Dutch, and C. A. Morris retain the
rank of -iNfaj., with permission to wear the prescribed uniform.

Maj. II. Meggitt retains the rank of Maj.
Capt. T. S. Allan is granted the rank of Lt.-Col.
Capt. A. G. T. Hanks is granted the rank of Maj.
Capts. H. G. L. Allford, W. R. Murison, A. Ambrose,

A. Macphail, J. F. Hall, J. K. Brownlees, and G. Eustace,
retain the rank of Capt.

TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE.

3rd Lond. Gen. Hos.-Capt. W. S. Handley resigns his
commn. and retains his rank.

DEFENCE FORCE.

Dep. Asst. Dir. of Mod. Servs.-Temp. Lt.-Col. P. Paget
to be Dep. Asst. Dir. of Mod. Servs.

Asst. Dir. of Med. Servs.-Temp. Col. F. W. Higgs, Def.
Force, relinquishes his temp. appt.
Temp. llaj. R. Davidson, Def. Force, to be Dep. Asst.

Dir. of Med. Servs.
Lt.-Col. E. P. Connolly, R. A.M.C., to be temp. Col.
Capt. R. Davidson to be temp. Maj.
Temp. Cols. E. V. Gostling and F. W. Higgs relinquish

their ternp. commns.
The undermentioned relinquish their commns. : Temp.

Majs. J. C. S. Burkitt and A. Robertson, Temp. Capts.
W. Tresawna, J. C. Anderson (retains the rank of Capt.),
R. M. Wilson, Temp. Lt. P. Llovd-Williams.
2nd (Highland) Fd. Amb. (D.F.).-Temp. Capt. H. J.

Rae and Temp. Lt. H. J. Dawson relinquish their commns.
and retain their rank.

1st (Lond.) Fd. Amb. (D.F.).-Temp. Maj. E. Knight
relinquishes his commn.
Temp. Maj. C. V. Bulstrode and Temp. Capts. H. Wilson

and A. C. H. McCullagh relinquish their commns.
2nd (Northumbrian) Fd. Amb. (D.F.).-Temp. Lt.-Col.

D. L. Fisher relinquishes his commn.
Temp. Capt. J. A. Stenhouse relinquishes his commn.
2nd (E. Ang.) Fd. Amb. (D.F.).-Temp. Capt. F. W.

Poole to be temp. Maj.
,3rd (S. Midland) Fd. Amb. (D.F.).-Temp. Lt.-Col. T. A.

Green relinquishes his commn.


